182                        CABINET MISSION IN INDIA
Union '*. This statement is not in accord with my recollec-
tion of what took place in the conference room* It is true
that the Congress representatives expressed their view that
the limitation was too narrow and argued further that even
so limited it necessarily included certain auxiliary matters.
Up to a point you recognised that there was some force in
the argument because you agreed, as I understood, that some
power to obtain the necessary finance must be given- There
was no final decision on this matter, (or of course on any
other).
2* Next, you claim, if I understand you aright, that out
reference to the formation of groups is at variance with the
formula in our invitation. I am afraid I cannot accept this
view. It is, of course, a slightly amplified form because it
specifies the manner in which the provinces can decide as to
joining any particular group. This amplified form is put for-
ward bv us as a reasonable compromise between the views of
the Muslim League .and those originally expiessed by Con-
gress.
3.    You further   take  exception to the machinery that we
suggest should be set up for making the constitution. I would
point out  to   you,   however,   that you yourself in explaining
how  your  two    constitution-making    bodies  would   work
agreed  on  Tuesday last in the  conference  that they would
have to join together in the  end to decide   the  constitution
of the Union  and  you  took no exception   to their having a
preliminary session in   common to decide  procedure.    What
we  are  proposing  is,  in   fact,  precisely the same thing ex^
pressed in  different   words.    1 am,   therefore,  quite at a loss
to understand   what you  have in mind  when   you  use  the
words:   " This proposal was also categorically turned  down
by the Congiess."
4.    In your  next succeeding  paragraph you ask who it is
that makes the suggestions that   are contained in the docu-
ment sent to you,    The answer is the Cabinet  Mission  and
His Excellency the Viceroy, who makes them in our endea-
vour to bridge the gap between the view-points of the Con*
gress and the Muslim League.
5* You next take exception to our departing from the
original formula in my invitation. I would remind you
chat in accepting my original invitation neither the Muslim